Deowr Motirer,

Life in The Royal Engineery Regiment s getting tring, dig o
trenchy, lay some wirve, and dig anotirer trenciv and so- on But i’y not
alwayy that bad, there are some good Hiings. This Clhuristmas for
example there way not a single shot fured, not from e cannony, not
from the rifles, Ut ways all sidlence from botiv sides. Then from across no-
many lande we heard a nolse, a voice Un foct It was the Germang; Hie
volee soids “Hey Tomumy’’, “Happy Clhwistmas’’. One of the guys, Jum,
Sald “What dyow kinow? Their sending wsy Churstmas Greetingy’ and
anotirer said “Well dovwlt be a sour pussy Jum, send. ‘em back)’.

“Hey Fritz, can yow hear me?”’ “l can hear yow Tommy’’ “Goodl”’
showted Jim “Merry Clharistmas from all of us here?’. Then some move
conwersation went on and Jack got a turn to- talk: Then sometiving flew-
fowanrd wy from the German trenciesy “Grenadel!” someone yelleos
Notiving happened, Jim picked it up and. it was o bag of twenty
garettes. Jum passed Hew arownd. A German yelled “Happy Clhuwistmas
Tomumy” “a present from ws to- yo’. We discnssed wirat we woulol send
back, someone suggested tobacco, and anotirver suggested some bully beef:
BUly replied to- hat suggestion “What and poitson thew for Clhuristmas?”’
we all langhed. Then someone suggested rum. | decided | could give np
my rum, so- | gawe Ut to- Jack wiro- went wp the ladder and said that e
couldiittosy Ut that far. Blly piped wp and said tHhat he would do- it it
landed right in the frenciv. He yelled, “Merry Chwristmas Fritz, howve a
drink on us’’. We heard sometiving, sometiving faint and guiet; U was
singing but v German The Germoans were singing Slent Nights one of
Hie guyy stanted singing along and then we all joned n The next day
the gung opened fire again and we had to- shoot tie very people we
spent Churlstmos eveniing wihu | candt walt tUL Hus bloody wor (s over.

Love your son, Shorty
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